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than to convince the king and the whole nation of
the Egyptians that they saw rods changed into
serpents, water turned into blood, frogs covering
the land, when no such thing took place; for all
this was done by the magicians as well as by
Moses. Such a supposition, if not regarded as
absurd, must at least be seen to be dangerous to
biblical exegesis; for an infidel wants nothing
more to secure a triumph. lie would argue, and
that correctly, that if the magicians could so thor-
oughly deceive the king and the Avholo nation,
why might not Moses also deceive them, since we
are informed that he was skilled in all the learning
of the Egyptians ? The consequence of this would
be that no respect is due to the testimony of our
senses, and that every degree of evidence founded
upon them may be disregarded as unreliable, be-
cause of this possibility of deception. Hence it
can never be proved that any miracle was ever
performed, because the appropriate source of all
certain proof in the behalf ol miracles is dried up
forever. Such is the consequence of abandoning
the plain words of Scripture and the laws of lan-
guage to answer the demands of human opinion.
Nothing, in my judgment, can be plainer than
this, that the power by which these magicians did
the same things done by Moses was the power of
God, and for this plain reason, that their acts, no
less than his, were creative acts, and therefore
could not have been accomplished by the art. of
man or by the agency of the devil. To turn a rod
into a living, crawling serpent, to give animal life
to a dead substance that had been deprived of